
(submitted by Kate Quijano)

We had a great start to our school year. We were thrilled to
welcome our new cohort of donation-based students and
their tutor trainees. They enjoyed doing some getting to
know you activities and some assessment to prepare for the
individualized instruction they will receive this year. We were
also happy to see many of our students returning from last
year to our fee-based programs and our school district 
contract work.

As we move into October, we are reminded of the importance of the work we do every day
here at Literacy Nassau in serving students with dyslexia and other language based learning 
disabilities. October is Dyslexia Awareness Month and I would like to share some resources 

with you related to dyslexia. The word dyslexia comes from Greek and
means “difficulty with words.” It is a difficulty with using and process-
ing linguistic and symbolic code. (understanding the relationship 
between letters and sounds). You can get more information about 
dyslexia from https://dyslexiaida.org/definition-of-dyslexia/#

Orton-Gillingham is known as the gold standard in working with students with
dyslexia. It uses a structured, multisensory approach and meets each child exactly
where they are. All of our tutors have received their certification (or are training
to receive certification) from the Orton-Gillingham Academy (OGA). For more 
information on Orton-Gillingham, please visit: https://www.ortonacademy.org

Something that is very important for our students, is access to decodable texts (books that
are decodable for them based on the skills they have already learned and which do not include 

advanced skills that they have not been taught yet nor concepts that 
would encourage guessing). This is very different from “leveled 
texts”. Our OG tutors create their own stories for students to read to

ensure that they are successful in every lesson. Some other 
resources for decodable texts are Simple Words Books by C. 
Knebel (https://simplewordsbooks.com), the Dog on a Log series

(https://dogonalogbooks.com), and High Noon Books-Sound Out Chapter Books
(https://www.highnoonbooks.com).
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Spin the wheel

October 5th Daytime Office Hours Only
October 10th Office Closed
October 31st Happy Halloween!

As part of our celebration
of Dyslexia Awareness
Month, we are offering

prizes for our 
students! After each 
tutoring session, OG

students can spin the wheel
to determine what prize
they will receive. Some

possible prizes are bubbles,
Play-Doh, Pokemon Cards,
keychains, erasers, glow

sticks, or mini-stuffed 
animals. The wheel will

only be available during the
month of October and 

students may spin once
after each lesson. 

Check back next month
to find out about our

plans for 
November’s activity.



Another way to spread awareness about 
dyslexia is by purchasing something from 
www.pqbd.org. This organization uses 
their unique design created with the letters 
p, q, b, and d to bring awareness to the 
common confusion among these letters for

people with dyslexia. In print, those four letters look exactly
the same except for directionality and placement on the line.
They have created a symbol of awareness, cele-
bration, and empowerment. You can purchase
jewelry and other merchandise from them to
help raise awareness. They donate 10% of sales
to different dyslexia related organizations. So
we encourage you to select Literacy Nassau and help to sup-
port our programs if you make a purchase.

Nessy also offers web-based resources, videos, and games 
that can add some fun while reinforcing the
methodology that students are learning 
through their OG tutoring. Visit 
https://www.nessy.com/en-us for more 
information or search for Nessy videos on 
YouTube.
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The focus of our OG training program has been to have
trainees obtain their associate level membership with the
Orton-Gillingham Academy (OGA). This is a one year course
that prepares tutors to work one on one with students. A few 
of our associate level tutors have decided to continue their OG
journey with us and to begin studying for the next level. Our
staff members, Melissa and Stacey began their certified level
training recently, taking part in a Saturday Zoom training with
OG Fellow Laurie, with support from Fellows-in-Training Karen
and myself.

Melissa and Stacey will study for at least the next two years
and will complete a 100 hour practicum with two different 
students (a beginner student and a more advanced/complex
learner). They will continue to receive more advanced training
throughout this time and will then be able to apply to the OGA
to become certified level members.

During this same time period, Karen and I will be working
alongside Laurie to train, observe, and provide feedback to
both associate and certified trainees as part of our Fellow-in-
Training experience. This is a 3 year process that will allow us to
apply to the OGA to become OG Fellows who are licensed to
provide OG training to others. This ongoing training of our staff
members will allow us to expand our services and impact the
lives of more students and teachers throughout Long Island.

RESOURCE CORNER
The Literacy Nest provides a wonderful interactive 

presentation of books and videos about dyslexia 
offering information on facts you may not know.

www.theliteracynest.com

We always enjoy seeing our students and 
tutors at the center!


