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Welcome to the 2022 OG Summer Intensive Program. 
I am the Senior Program Director and will be the on-site
supervisor and one of the teachers for session 1. My 
colleague, Melissa Sansobrino will be the supervisor and
a teacher for session 2. Melissa and I both have associate
level membership with the Orton-Gillingham Academy
and are currently training for the certified level. We are
full-time employees of Literacy Nassau and have several
years of OG tutoring experience. If you have any ques-
tions or concerns during the summer, please feel free to
contact me at KQuijano@literacynassau.org or 
Melissa at MSansobrino@literacynassau.org.

I would like to introduce you to some of our summer staff and let them tell you a bit more
about their plans for their groups:
Mary BauMGarTen

I am currently a second grade teacher, and so lucky to love what I do! Besides being an 
experienced elementary school teacher with a master’s degree in literacy, I have had the privi-
lege of being an Orton-Gillingham tutor at Literacy Nassau for the past few years. I was trained
in Literacy Nassau’s very first cohort of OG tutors. After receiving my associate level certificate
from the Academy of Orton-Gillingham Practitioners & Educators, I have continued on with
Literacy Nassau as an OG tutor for students both in-person and virtually. 

Last summer, I participated in the pilot year of the OG summer inten-
sive program. I am glad to be back again to work with both new and 
returning students, especially since we have had such a great start. The 
students in my group have been hard at work exploring closed syllable 
words. They have competed in reading relays, found hidden words in a 
scavenger hunt, made syllable counters, and solved word puzzles. In 
doing so, my students have been reading and writing closed syllable 
words, not only in our daily OG lessons, but also through arts & crafts 
and gross motor activities. I look forward to helping my students grow 
as we further explore closed syllables, consonant combinations, and

maybe even “Magic e”. I am so proud of my students for working hard and trying their best
each day. I am happy to be a small part of their reading journey!
IzaBella KaTz

In May of 2021 I received my bachelors in Psychology at Farmingdale State College. Not long
after, I started my Orton-Gillingham training with Literacy Nassau. It has been an incredible 
experience. Having worked the OG Summer Intensive Program last year, I knew exactly what
to look forward to! The kids have a great time during OG lessons, arts 
and crafts activities, sports/games and even snack time.

In our first week of the summer program our group went over closed
syllables and digraphs. We learned about the Alphabet king and the H
brothers. We are excited to introduce “Magic e” in the upcoming weeks. 
I am looking forward to seeing all the tie-dye creations everyone will
make this summer! 

The summer program is an outstanding way to see everyone work on
their skills together. Seeing everyone make new friends is just an added
bonus!
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rIchard aIzer

I am very excited to be part of 
Literacy Nassau's Orton-Gillingham 
Summer Intensive program. I have 
completed my Associate Level 
Certification training with the help of 
LN and the Orton-Gillingham 
Academy. I enjoyed working with my 
1:1 student this past school year. 
One of the most rewarding aspects of 
working this year with my practicum 
student was seeing how much he 
progressed with his reading.  

Working with children during the Orton-Gillingham Summer
Intensive program will give me the first opportunity to apply my
new learned knowledge and skills in a group session. I hope to
both practice and expand my teaching experience. Also, it will be
nice to work with my co-teacher, Kaitlyn. It is always beneficial
to the students when you can directly collaborate with another
teacher and discuss teaching ideas and practices to work with
our group of students. I am also excited to participate in the OG
activities that the teachers have planned together.

Prior to this summer, I have worked at summer programs at
Nassau BOCES and in the NYC Department Of Education where
I am also a teacher during the school year. I know that I will find
working the OG summer intensive program at Literacy Nassau
to be fun and rewarding as well. Hopefully, the weather will co-
operate and it won't be too hot. 

Students decorated “syllable counter” instruments and used them to break words into syllables. 
They learned about different syllable types and worked together during “sports” time to 

read several words from each.

KaITlyn BelecKaS

I am having an amazing summer
working with the students at Literacy
Nassau. I completed my Associate
Level Certification from the Orton-
Gillingham Academy with the support
and guidance of LN. My practicum 
experience, working 1:1 with a student
throughout the school year, taught me
so much about the OG approach and
how to help students struggling with
reading. The repetitive, multi-sensory
approach helped my student tremen-
dously as she showed great progress by the end of the year.  

This summer, my co-teacher Richard and I have combined our
strengths and have enjoyed collaborating on creating both moti-
vating and beneficial lessons for our group. We are very excited
to be working with our students over the next few weeks and 
incorporating OG into all aspects of the day. All the activities we
have planned will provide teachable moments that bring in
phonics and reading concepts.

Prior to this , I worked for Nassau County’s Early Intervention
program, as a service coordinator setting up Early Intervention
services for children in need of developmental support. I became
passionate about reading when my daughter was diagnosed
with dyslexia. Watching her struggle to read inspired me and was
the driving force behind my desire to learn more about OG and
to help other students who are struggling to read.


